
Menkaure and his Queen 

Artist/Culture: Old Kingdom, Egypt 

Date: 2530 BCE 

Materials/Medium: Greywacke or Graywacke / Slate (a variety of sandstone generally characterized by 

its hardness, dark color, and poorly sorted angular grains of quartz, feldspar, and small rock fragments 

or lithic fragments set in a compact, clay-fine matrix) 

 4 feet 6 7/8 inches tall 

 Located at the Fine Art Museum, Boston 

 found in a hole dug earlier by treasure-hunters below the floor of a room in the Valley Temple of 

the pyramid of Menkaure at Giza . . . 1910 

 Egyptian adherence to a system or "canon" of proportions and, in its strictly frontal viewpoint, 

the rigid poses of the figures 

 not simply as indicative of Egyptian taste, but as representative of the fundamental character of 

Egyptian culture 

 Projecting from his chin is a short transversely striped, squared-off, wedge-shaped ceremonial 

beard. 

 On his head he wears a nemes – the beard and nemes are the primary symbols of his pharaonic 

status 

 the statue is unfinished 

 The queen's status, and that of all Egyptian women, but especially of those in the royal family, 

has been a matter of some debate 

 The queen represented in the statue, therefore, was no mere wife. Her position and gestures 

should be interpreted not as indicating inferiority and submission, but signalling her 

legitimization of Menkaure as pharaoh. She is shown in the act of presenting him, indicating to 

the world that he is the man whom she is identifying and establishing as pharaoh 

 Power in Ancient Egypt descended through the mother's side of the royal family. The queenship 

was a mortal manifestation of female power and the feminine prototype, while the pharaoh 

represented the power of the male and the masculine prototype. The roles of the male pharaoh 

and the female queen were interpreted as one element in a system of complementary dualities.  
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